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To  the  Electors  of  the  State  of  Illinois: 

At  the  general  election  to  be  held  on  the  6th  day  of  November,  1962,  a  blue  ballot  will  be 
given  to  you  and  you  will  be  called  upon  in  your  sovereign  capacity  as  citizens  to  adopt  or  reject 
the  following  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  Illinois. 


PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  ARTICLE  VI 
(Judicial  Article) 

ARTICLE  VI 
(Present  Form) 

JUDICIAL  DEPARTMENT. 


30. 7731 
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Section  1.  The  judicial  powers,  except  as  in  this  article  is  otherwise  provided,  shall  be 
vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  Circuit  Courts,  County  Courts,  justices  of  the  peace,  police  magis¬ 
trates,  and  in  such  courts  as  may  be  created  by  law  in  and  for  cities  and  incorporated  towns. 

SUPREME  COURT 


Section  2.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of  seven  judges,  and  shall  have  original  juris¬ 
diction  in  cases  relating  to  the  revenue,  in  mandamus ,  and  habeas  corpus,  and  appellate  jurisdic¬ 
tion  in  all  other  cases.  One  of  said  judges  shall  be  chief  justice;  four  shall  constitute  a  quorum, 
and  the  concurrence  of  four  shall  be  necessary  to  every  decision. 

Section  3.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  unless  he 
shall  be  at  least  thirty  years  of  age,  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  nor  unless  he  shall  have 
resided  in  this  State  five  years  next  preceding  his  election,  and  be  a  resident  of  the  district  in 
which  he  shall  be  elected. 

Section  4.  Terms  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  continue  to  be  held  in  the  present  grand  divi¬ 
sions  at  the  several  places  now  provided  for  holding  the  same;  and  until  otherwise  provided  by 
law,  one  or  more  terms  of  said  court  shall  be  held,  for  the  Northern  Division,  in  the  City  ol 
Chicago,  each  year,  at  such  times  as  said  court  may  appoint,  whenever  said  city  or  the  county  of 
Cook  shall  provide  appropriate  rooms  therefor,  and  the  use  of  a  suitable  library,  without  ex¬ 
pense  to  the  State.  The  judicial  divisions  may  be  altered,  increased  or  diminished  in  number, 
and  the  times  and  places  of  holding  said  court  may  be  changed  by  law. 

Section  5.  The  present  grand  divisions  shall  be  preserved,  and  be  denominated  Southern, 
Central  and  Northern,  until  otherwise  provided  by  law.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  seven 
districts  for  the  election  of  judges,  and  until  otherwise  provided  by  law,  they  shall  be  as  follows: 

First  District — The  counties  of  St.  Clair,  Clinton,  Washington,  Jefferson,  Wayne,  Edwards, 
Wabash,  White,  Hamilton,  Franklin,  Perry,  Randolph,  Monroe,  Jackson,  Williamson,  Saline, 
Gallatin,  Hardin,  Pope,  Union,  Johnson,  Alexander,  Pulaski  and  Massac, 

Second  District — The  counties  of  Madison,  Bond,  Marion,  Clay,  Richland,  Lawrence,  Craw¬ 
ford,  Jasper,  Effingham,  Fayette,  Montgomery,  Macoupin,  Shelby,  Cumberland,  Clark,  Greene, 
Jersey,  Calhoun  and  Christian. 

Third  District — The  counties  of  Sangamon,  Macon,  Logan,  DeWitt,  Piatt,  Douglas,  Cham¬ 
paign,  Vermilion,  McLean,  Livingston,  Ford,  Iroquois,  Coles,  Edgar,  Moultrie  and  Tazewell. 

Fourth  District — The  counties  of  Fulton,  McDonough,  Hancock,  Schuyler,  Brown,  Adams, 
Pike,  Mason,  Menard,  Morgan,  Cass  and  Scott. 

Fifth  District — The  counties  of  Knox,  Warren,  Henderson,  Mercer,  Henry,  Stark,  Peoria, 
Marshall,  Putnam,  Bureau,  LaSalle,  Grundy  and  Woodford. 

Sixth  District — The  counties  of  Whiteside,  Carroll,  JoDaviess,  Stephenson,  Winnebago, 
Boone,  McHenry,  Kane,  Kendall,  DeKalb,  Lee,  Ogle  and  Rock  Island. 

Seventh  District — The  counties  of  Lake,  Cook,  Will,  Kankakee  and  DuPage. 

The  boundaries  of  the  districts  may  be  changed  at  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  next 
preceding  the  election  for  judges  therein,  and  at  no  other  time;  but  whenever  such  alterations 
shall  be  made,  the  same  shall  be  upon  the  rule  of  equality  of  population,  as  nearly  as  county 
boundaries  will  allow,  and  the  districts  shall  be  composed  of  contiguous  counties,  in  as  nearly 
compact  form  as  circumstances  will  permit.  The  alteration  of  the  districts  shall  not  affect  the 
tenure  of  office  of  any  judge. 

Section  6.  At  the  time  of  voting  on  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  one  judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  shall  be  elected  by  the  electors  thereof,  in  each  of  said  districts  numbered  two, 
three,  six,  and  seven,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  nine  years  from  the  first  Monday 
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of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy.  The  term  of  office  of 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  elected  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  nine  years; 
and  on  the  first  Monday  of  June  of  the  year  in  which  the  term  of  any  of  the  judges  in  office  at 
the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  or  of  the  judges  then  elected,  shall  expire,  and  every  nine 
years  thereafter,  there  shall  be  an  election  for  the  successor  or  successors  of  such  judges,  in  the 
respective  districts  wherein  the  term  of  such  judges  shall  expire.  The  Chief  Justice  shall  con¬ 
tinue  to  act  as  such  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected,  after  which  the 
Judges  shall  choose  one  of  their  number  Chief  Justice. 

Section  7.  From  and  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  shall  each  receive  a  salary  of  four  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  until 
otherwise  provided  by  law.  And  after  said  salaries  shall  be  fixed  by  law,  the  salaries  of  the 
judges  in  office  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  the  terms  for  which  said  judges 
shall  have  been  elected. 

Section  8.  Appeals  and  writs  of  error  may  be  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  held  in  the 
grand  division  in  which  the  case  is  decided,  or,  by  consent  of  the  parties,  to  any  other  grand 
division. 

Section  9.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  appoint  one  reporter  of  its  decisions,  who  shall  hold 
his  office  for  six  years,  subject  to  removal  by  the  Court. 

Section  10.  At  the  time  of  the  election  for  representatives  in  the  General  Assembly,  hap¬ 
pening  next  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  terms  of  office  of  the  present  clerks  of  said  court, 
one  clerk  of  said  court  for  each  division  shall  be  elected,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be  six  years 
from  said  election,  but  who  shall  not  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  until  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  his  predecessor,  and  every  six  years  thereafter,  one  clerk  of  said  court  for  each  divi¬ 
sion  shall  be  elected. 

APPELLATE  COURTS. 

Section  11.  After  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four  infe¬ 
rior  Appellate  Courts,  of  uniform  organization  and  jurisdiction,  may  be  created  in  districts 
formed  for  that  purpose,  to  which  such  appeals  and  writs  of  error  as  the  General  Assembly  may 
provide,  may  be  prosecuted  from  Circuit  and  other  courts,  and  from  which  appeals  and  writs  of 
error  shall  lie  to  the  Supreme  Court,  in  all  criminal  cases,  and  cases  in  which  a  franchise,  or 
freehold,  or  the  validity  of  a  statute  is  involved,  and  in  such  other  cases  as  may  be  provided  by 
law.  Such  Appellate  Courts  shall  be  held  by  such  number  of  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  and 
at  such  times  and  places,  and  in  such  manner,  as  may  be  provided  by  law;  but  no  Judge  shall 
sit  in  review  upon  cases  decided  by  him;  nor  shall  said  Judges  receive  any  additional  compen¬ 
sation  for  such  services. 

CIRCUIT  COURTS. 

Section  12.  The  Circuit  Courts  shall  have  original  jurisdiction  of  all  causes  in  law  and 
equity,  and  such  appellate  jurisdiction  as  is  or  may  be  provided  by  law,  and  shall  hold  two  or 
more  terms  each  year  in  every  county.  The  terms  of  office  of  Judges  of  Circuit  Courts  shall  be 
six  years. 

Section  13.  The  State,  exclusive  of  the  county  of  Cook  and  other  counties  having  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  one  hundred  thousand,  shall  be  divided  into  judicial  circuits,  prior  to  the  expiration  of 
the  terms  of  office  of  the  present  judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts.  Such  circuits  shall  be  formed  of 
contiguous  counties,  in  as  nearly  compact  form  and  as  nearly  equal  as  circumstances  will  permit, 
having  due  regard  to  business,  territory  and  population,  and  shall  not  exceed  in  number  one 
circuit  for  every  one  hundred  thousand  of  population  in  the  State.  One  judge  shall  be  elected 
for  each  of  said  circuits  by  the  electors  thereof.  New  circuits  may  be  formed  and  the  bound¬ 
aries  of  circuits  changed  by  the  General  Assembly,  at  its  session  next  preceding  the  election  for 
circuit  judges,  but  at  no  other  time:  Provided,  that  the  circuits  may  be  equalized  or  changed  at 
the  first  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution.  The  creation, 
alteration  or  change  of  any  circuit  shall  not  affect  the  tenure  of  office  of  any  judge.  Whenever 
the  business  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  any  one,  or  of  two  or  more  contiguous  counties,  containing 
a  population  exceeding  fifty  thousand,  shall  occupy  nine  months  of  the  year,  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly  may  make  of  such  county,  or  counties,  a  separate  circuit.  Whenever  additional  circuits  are 
created,  the  foregoing  limitations  shall  be  observed. 

Section  14.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide-  for  the  times  of  holding  court  in  each 
county;  which  shall  not  be  changed,  except  by  the  General  Assembly  next  preceding  the  general 
election  for  judges  of  said  courts;  but  additional  terms  may  be  provided  for  in  any  county.  The 
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election  for  judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  June,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three,  and  every  six  years  thereafter. 

Section  15.  The  General  Assembly  may  divide  the  State  into  judicial  circuits  of  greater 
population  and  territory,  in  lieu  of  the  circuits  provided  for  in  section  thirteen  of  this  article, 
and  provide  for  the  election  therein,  severally,  by  the  electors  thereof,  by  general  ticket,  of  not 
exceeding  four  judges,  who  shall  hold  the  circuit  courts  in  the  circuit  for  which  they  shall  be 
elected,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

Section  16.  From  and  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts 
shall  receive  a  salary  of  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  until  otherwise 
provided  by  law.  And  after  their  salaries  shall  be  fixed  by  law,  they  shall  not  be  increased  or 
diminished  during  the  terms  for  which  said  judges  shall  be,  respectively,  elected;  and  from  and 
after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  no  judge  of  the  Supreme  or  Circuit  Court  shall  receive 
any  other  compensation,  perquisite  or  benefit,  in  any  form  whatsoever,  nor  perform  any  other 
than  judicial  duties  to  which  may  belong  any  emoluments. 

Section  17.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  circuit  or  any  inferior 
court,  or  to  membership  in  the  “Board  of  County  Commissioners,”  unless  he  shall  be  at  least 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  nor  unless  he  shall  have  resided  in 
this  State  five  years  next  preceding  his  election,  and  be  a  resident  of  the  circuit,  county,  city, 
cities,  or  incorporated  town  in  which  he  shall  be  elected. 

COUNTY  COURTS. 

Section  18.  There  shall  be  elected  in  and  for  each  county,  one  county  judge  and  one  clerk 
of  the  county  court,  whose  terms  of  office  shall  be  four  years.  But  the  General  Assembly  may 
create  districts  of  two  or  more  contiguous  counties,  in  each  of  which  shall  be  elected  one  judge, 
who  shall  take  the  place  of,  and  exercise  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  county  judges  in  such 
districts.  County  Courts  shall  be  courts  of  record,  and  shall  have  original  jurisdiction  in  all 
matters  of  probate;  settlement  of  estates  of  deceased  persons;  appointment  of  guardians  and 
conservators,  and  settlements  of  their  accounts;  in  all  matters  relating  to  apprentices;  and  in 
proceedings  for  the  collection  of  taxes  and  assessments,  and  such  other  jurisdiction  as  may  be 
provided  for  by  general  law. 

Section  19.  Appeals  and  writs  of  error  shall  be  allowed  from  final  determinations  of 
county  courts,  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

PROBATE  COURTS. 

Section  20.  The  General  Assembly  may  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  Probate  Court 
in  each  county  having  a  population  of  over  fifty  thousand,  and  for  the  election  of  a  judge 
thereof,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  county  judge,  and  who  shall  be 
elected  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner.  Said  courts,  when  established,  shall  have 
original  jurisdiction  of  all  probate  matters,  the  settlement  of  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the 
appointment  of  guardians  and  conservators,  and  settlements  of  their  accounts;  in  all  matters 
relating  to  apprentices,  and  in  cases  of  the  sales  of  real  estate  of  deceased  persons  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  debts. 

JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE  AND  CONSTABLES. 

Section  21.  Justices  of  the  peace,  police  magistrates,  and  constables  shall  be  elected  in 
and  for  such  districts  as  are,  or  may  be,  provided  by  law,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  such  justices 
of  the  peace  and  police  magistrates  shall  be  uniform. 

STATE’S  ATTORNEYS. 

Section  22.  At  the  election  for  members  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two,  and  every  four  years  thereafter,  there  shall  be 
elected  a  State’s  Attorney  in  and  for  each  county,  in  lieu  of  the  State’s  Attorneys  now  provided 
by  law,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be  four  years. 

COURTS  OF  COOK  COUNTY. 

Section  23.  The  county  of  Cook  shall  be  one  judicial  circuit.  The  Circuit  Court  of  Cook 
county  shall  consist  of  five  judges,  until  their  number  shall  be  increased,  as  herein  provided. 
The  present  Judge  of  the  Recorder’s  Court  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  the  present  Judge  of  the 
Circuit  Court  of  Cook  county,  shall  be  two  of  said  judges,  and  shall  remain  in  office  for  the 
terms  for  which  they  were  respectively  elected  and  until  their  successors  shall  be  elected  and 
qualified.  The  Superior  Court  of  Chicago  shall  be  continued,  and  called  the  Superior  Court  of 
Cook  County.  The  General  Assembly  may  increase  the  number  of  said  judges,  by  adding  one 
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to  either  of  said  courts  for  every  additional  fifty  thousand  inhabitants  in  said  county,  over  and 
above  a  population  of  four  hundred  thousand.  The  terms  of  office  of  the  judges  of  said  courts 
hereafter  elected,  shall  be  six  years. 

Section  24.  The  judge  having  the  shortest  unexpired  term  shall  be  Chief  Justice  of  the 
court  of  which  he  is  a  judge.  In  case  there  are  two  or  more  whose  terms  expire  at  the  same 
time,  it  may  be  determined  by  lot  which  shall  be  chief  justice.  Any  judge  of  either  of  said 
courts  shall  have  all  the  powers  of  a  circuit  judge,  and  may  hold  the  court  of  which  he  is  a 
member.  Each  of  them  may  hold  a  different  branch  thereof  at  the  same  time. 

Section  25.  The  judges  of  the  Superior  and  Circuit  Courts,  and  the  State’s  Attorney,  in 
said  county,  shall  receive  the  same  salaries,  payable  out  of  the  State  treasury,  as  is  or  may  be 
paid  from  said  treasury  to  the  circuit  judges  and  State’s  Attorneys  of  the  State,  and  such  further 
compensation,  to  be  paid  by  the  county  of  Cook,  as  is  or  may  be  provided  by  law;  such  compen¬ 
sation  shall  not  be  changed  during  their  continuance  in  office. 

Section  26.  The  Recorder’s  Court  of  the  city  of  Chicago  shall  be  continued,  and  shall  be 
called  the  “Criminal  Court  of  Cook  County.”  It  shall  have  the  jurisdiction  of  a  circuit  court,  in 
all  cases  of  criminal  and  quasi  criminal  nature,  arising  in  the  county  of  Cook,  or  that  may  be 
brought  before  said  court  pursuant  to  law;  and  all  recognizances  and  appeals  taken  in  said 
county,  in  criminal  and  quasi  criminal  cases  shall  be  returnable  and  taken  to  said  court.  It 
shall  have  no  jurisdiction  in  civil  cases,  except  in  those  on  behalf  of  the  people,  and  incident  to 
such  criminal  or  quasi  criminal  matters,  and  to  dispose  of  unfinished  business.  The  terms  of 
said  Criminal  Court  of  Cook  County  shall  be  held  by  one  or  more  of  the  judges  of  the  Circuit 
or  Superior  Court  of  Cook  county,  as  nearly  as  may  be  in  alteration,  as  may  be  determined  by 
said  judges,  or  provided  by  law.  Said  judges  shall  be  ex-officio ,  judges  of  said  court. 

Section  27.  The  present  Clerk  of  the  Recorder’s  Court  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  shall  be  the 
Clerk  of  the  Criminal  Court  of  Cook  county,  during  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected.  The 
present  Clerks  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Chicago,  and  the  present  clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of 
Cook  County,  shall  continue  in  office  during  the  terms  for  which  they  were  respectively  elected; 
and  thereafter  there  shall  be  but  one  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court,  to  be  elected  by  the  qualified 
electors  of  said  county,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  until  his  suc¬ 
cessor  is  elected  and  qualified. 

Section  28.  All  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  city  of  Chicago  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  (but  only  upon  recommendation  of 
a  majority  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit,  superior  and  county  courts),  and  for  such  districts  as  are 
now  or  shall  hereafter  be  provided  by  law.  They  shall  hold  their  offices  for  four  years,  and  until 
their  successors  have  been  commissioned  and  qualified,  but  they  may  be  removed  by  summary 
proceeding  in  the  circuit  or  superior  court,  for  extortion  or  other  malfeasance.  Existing  justices 
of  the  peace  and  police  magistrates  may  hold  their  offices  until  the  expiration  of  their  respective 
terms. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS. 

Section  29.  All  judicial  officers  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Governor.  All  laws  relating 
to  courts  shall  be  general,  and  of  uniform  operations;  and  the  organization,  jurisdiction,  powers, 
proceedings  and  practice  of  all  courts,  of  the  same  class  or  grade,  so  far  as  regulated  by  law, 
and  the  force  and  effect  of  the  process,  judgments  and  decrees  of  such  courts,  severally,  shall 
be  uniform. 

Section  30.  The  General  Assembly  may,  for  cause  entered  on  the  journals,  upon  due 
notice  and  opportunity  of  defense,  remove  from  office  any  judge,  upon  concurrence  of  three- 
fourths  of  all  the  members  elected,  of  each  house.  All  other  officers  in  this  article  mentioned, 
shall  be  removed  from  office  on  prosecution  and  final  conviction,  for  misdemeanor  in  office. 

Section  31.  All  judges  of  courts  of  record,  inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court,  shall,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  June,  of  each  year,  report  in  writing  to  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
such  defects  and  omissions  in  the  laws  as  their  experience  may  suggest;  and  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  of  each  year,  report  in  writing  to  the 
Governor  such  defects  and  omissions  in  the  Constitution  and  laws  as  they  may  find  to  exist, 
together  with  appropriate  forms  of  bills  to  cure  such  defects  and  omissions  in  the  laws.  And  the 
judges  of  the  several  circuit  courts  shall  report  to  the  next  General  Assembly  the  number  of 
days  they  have  held  court,  in  the  several  counties  composing  their  respective  circuits,  the  pre¬ 
ceding  two  years. 

Section  32.  All  officers  provided  for  in  this  article  shall  hold  their  offices  until  their  suc- 
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cessors  shall  be  qualified,  and  they  shall,  respectively,  reside  in  the  division,  circuit,  county  or 
district  for  which  they  may  be  elected  or  appointed.  The  terms  of  office  of  all  such  officers, 
where  not  otherwise  prescribed  in  this  article,  shall  be  four  years.  All  officers,  where  not  other¬ 
wise  provided  for  in  this  article,  shall  perform  such  duties  and  receive  such  compensation  as  is, 
or  may  be,  provided  by  law.  Vacancies  in  such  elective  offices  shall  be  filled  by  elections;  but 
where  the  unexpired  term  does  not  exceed  one  year,  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  appointment, 
as  follows:  Of  judges,  by  the  Governor;  of  clerks  of  courts,  by  the  court  to  which  the  office 
appertains,  or  by  the  judge  or  judges  thereof;  and  of  all  such  other  offices,  by  the  board  of 
supervisors,  or  board  of  county  commissioners,  in  the  county  where  the  vacancy  occurs. 

Section  33.  All  process  shall  run;  In  the  name  of  the  People  of  the  State  of  Illinois;  and 
all  prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on;  In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  People  of  the 
state  of  Illinois;  and  conclude;  Against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  same.  “Population,” 
wherever  used  in  this  article,  shall  be  determined  by  the  next  preceding  census  of  this  State, 
or  of  the  United  States. 

ARTICLE  VI 
(Proposed  Amendment) 

JUDICIAL  DEPARTMENT 
Section  1.  Courts 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  Supreme  Court,  an  Appellate  Court  and  Circuit  Courts. 

Section  2.  Administration 

General  administrative  authority  over  all  courts  in  this  State  including  the  temporary  as¬ 
signment  of  any  judge  to  a  court  other  than  that  for  which  he  was  selected  with  the  consent  of 
the  Chief  Judge  of  the  Circuit  to  which  such  assignment  is  made,  is  vested  in  the  Supreme 
Court  and  shall  be  exercised  by  the  Chief  Justice  in  accordance  with  its  rules.  The  Supreme 
Court  shall  appoint  an  administrative  director  and  staff,  who  shall  serve  at  its  pleasure,  to  assist 
the  Chief  Justice  in  his  administrative  duties. 

Section  3.  Judicial  Districts 

The  State  is  divided  into  five  Judicial  Districts  for  the  selection  of  judges  of  the  Supreme 
and  Appellate  Courts.  The  First  Judicial  District  consists  of  the  county  of  Cook.  The  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  State  shall  be  divided  by  law  into  four  Judicial  Districts  of  substantially  equal 
population,  each  of  which  shall  be  compact  and  composed  of  contiguous  counties. 

SUPREME  COURT 
Section  4.  Organization 

The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of  seven  judges,  three  of  whom  shall  be  selected  from  the 
First  Judicial  District  and  one  each  from  the  Second,  Third,  Fourth  and  Fifth  Judicial  Districts. 
Four  judges  shall  constitute  a  quorum  and  the  concurrence  of  four  shall  be  necessary  to  a 
decision.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  select  one  of  their  number  to  serve  as  Chief 
Justice  for  a  term  of  three  years. 

Section  5.  Jurisdiction 

The  Supreme  Court  may  exercise  original  jurisdiction  in  cases  relating  to  the  revenue, 
mandamus,  prohibition  and  habeas  corpus,  such  original  jurisdiction  as  may  be  necessary  to  the 
complete  determination  of  any  cause  on  review,  and  only  appellate  jurisdiction  in  all  other  cases. 

Appeals  from  the  final  judgments  of  circuit  courts  shall  lie  directly  to  the  Supreme  Court 
as  a  matter  of  right  only  (a)  in  cases  involving  revenue,  (b)  in  cases  involving  a  question  aris¬ 
ing  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  State,  (c)  in  cases  of  habeas  corpus, 
and  (d)  by  the  defendant  from  sentence  in  capital  cases.  Subject  to  law  hereafter  enacted,  the 
Supreme  Court  has  authority  to  provide  by  rule  for  appeal  in  other  cases  from  the  circuit  courts 
directly  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

Appeals  from  the  Appellate  Court  shall  lie  to  the  Supreme  Court  as  a  matter  of  right  only 
(a)  in  cases  in  which  a  question  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  State 
arises  for  the  first  time  in  and  as  a  result  of  the  action  of  the  Appellate  Court,  and  (b)  upon 
the  certification  by  a  division  of  the  Appellate  Court  that  a  case  decided  by  it  involves  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  such  importance  that  it  should  be  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court.  Subject  to  rules, 
appeals  from  the  Appellate  Court  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  all  other  cases  shall  be  by  leave  of 
the  Supreme  Court. 

APPELLATE  COURT 
Section  6.  Organization 

The  Appellate  Court  shall  be  organized  in  the  five  Judicial  Districts.  Until  otherwise  pro- 
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vided  by  law,  the  court  shall  consist  of  twenty-four  judges,  twelve  of  whom  shall  be  selected 
from  the  First  Judicial  District  and  three  each  from  the  Second,  Third,  Fourth  and  Fifth 
Judicial  Districts.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  have  authority  to  assign  additional  judges  to  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  Appellate  Court  from  time  to  time  as  the  business  of  the  Court  requires.  There  shall 
be  such  number  of  divisions,  of  not  less  than  three  judges  each,  as  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
prescribe.  Assignments  to  divisions  shall  be  made  by  the  Supreme  Court  and  a  judge  may  be 
assigned  to  a  division  in  a  district  other  than  the  district  in  which  such  judge  resides  with  the 
consent  of  a  majority  of  the  judges  of  the  district  to  which  such  assignment  is  made  The 
majority  of  a  division  shall  constitute  a  quorum  and  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  divi¬ 
sion  shall  be  necessary  to  a  decision  of  the  Appellate  Court.  There  shall  be  at  least  one  division 

in  each  Appellate  District  and  each  division  shall  sit  at  times  and  places  prescribed  by  rules  of 
the  Supreme  Court. 

Section  7.  Jurisdiction 

In  all  cases,  other  than  those  appealable  directly  to  the  Supreme  Court,  appeals  from  final 
judgments  of  a  Circuit  Court  lie  as  a  matter  of  right  to  the  Appellate  Court  in  the  district  in 
which  the  Circuit  Court  is  located,  except  that  after  a  trial  on  the  merits  in  a  criminal  case,  no 
appeal  shall  lie  from  a  judgment  of  acquittal.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  provide  by  rule  for 
expeditious  and  inexpensive  appeals.  The  Appellate  Court  may  exercise  such  original  jurisdic¬ 
tion  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  complete  determination  of  any  cause  on  review.  The  Supreme 
Court  may  provide  by  rule  for  appeals  to  the  Appellate  Court  from  other  than  final  judgments 
of  the  Circuit  Court.  The  Appellate  Court  shall  have  such  powers  of  direct  review  of  adminis¬ 
trative  action  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

CIRCUIT  COURTS 
Section  8.  Judicial  Circuits 

The  State  shall  be  divided  into  judicial  circuits  each  consisting  of  one  or  more  counties. 

I  he  county  of  Cook  shall  constitute  a  judicial  circuit  and  the  judicial  circuits  within  the 
Second,  Third,  Fourth  and  Fifth  Appellate  Districts,  respectively,  shall  be  as  established  from 
time  to  time  by  law.  Any  judicial  circuit  composed  of  more  than  one  county  shall  be  compact 
and  of  contiguous  counties. 

There  shall  be  one  circuit  court  for  each  judicial  circuit  which  shall  have  such  number  of 
circmt  and  associate  judges  and  magistrates  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law;  provided,  that  there 
shall  be  at  least  twelve  associate  judges  elected  from  the  area  in  Cook  County  outside  the  City 
of  Chicago  and  at  least  thirty-six  associate  judges  from  the  City  of  Chicago.  In  Cook  County, 
the  City  of  Chicago  and  the  area  outside  the  City  of  Chicago  shall  be  separate  units  for  the 
election  or  selection  of  associate  judges.  All  associate  judges  from  said  area  outside  the  City 
'  of  L.hlcaS°  run  at  large  from  said  area,  such  area  apportionment  of  associate  judges  shall 
continue  until  changed  by  law.  There  shall  be  at  least  one  associate  judge  from  each  county, 
there  shall  be  no  masters  in  chancery  or  other  fee  officers  in  the  judicial  system. 

The  circuit  judges  and  associate  judges  in  each  circuit  shall  select  one  of  the  circuit  judges 
to  serve  at  their  pleasure  as  Chief  Judge  of  such  circuit.  Subject  to  the  authority  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  Chief  Judge  shall  have  general  administrative  authority  in  the  court  includ- 
ing  authority  to  provide  for  divisions,  general  or  specialized,  and  for  appropriate  times  and 

places  of  holding  court.  The  General  Assembly  shall  limit  or  define  the  matters  to  be  assigned 
to  magistrates.  & 

Section  9.  Jurisdiction 

The  Circuit  Court  shall  have  unlimited  original  jurisdiction  of  all  justiciable  matters  and 
such  powers  of  review  of  administrative  action  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

SELECTION  AND  TENURE 
Section  10.  Election  or  Selection 

All  of  the  judges  provided  for  herein  shall  be  nominated  by  party  convention  or  primary 
and  elected  at  general  elections  by  the  electors  in  the  respective  judicial  districts,  judicial  cir¬ 
cuits,  counties,  or  units.  Provided,  however,  the  General  Assembly  may  provide  by  law  for  the 
se  ection  and  tenure  of  all  judges  provided  herein  as  distinguished  from  nomination  and  elec- 
tion  by  the  electors,  but  no  law  establishing  a  method  of  selecting  judges  and  providing  their 
tenure  shall  be  adopted  or  amended  except  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  to 

f?°USe’  n<?r  sh*H “7  nf^d  °f  selecting  judges  and  providing  their  tenure  become  law 
unti1  the  question  of  the  method  of  selection  be  first  submitted  to  the  electors  at  the  next  gen- 
ral  election.  If  a  majority  of  those  voting  upon  the  question  shall  favor  the  method  of  selection 
r  tenure  as  submitted  it  shall  then  become  law. 

The  office  of  any  judge  shall  be  deemed  vacant  upon  his  death,  resignation,  rejection,  re- 


moval  or  retirement.  Whenever  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  office  of  judge,  the  vacancy  shall  be 
filled  for  the  unexpired  portion  of  the  term  by  the  voters  at  an  election  as  above  provided  in 
this  Section,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  the  General  Assembly  may  provide  by  law  as  set  out  in 
this  Section  and  approved  by  the  electors.  Whenever  an  additional  judge  is  authorized  by  law, 
the  office  shall  be  filled  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  case  of  a  vacancy. 

Section  11.  Retention  in  Office 

Not  less  than  six  months  prior  to  the  general  election  next  preceding  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office,  any  judge  previously  elected  may  file  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  a 
declaration  of  candidacy  to  succeed  himself,  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  not  less  than  61  days 
prior  to  the  election,  shall  certify  such  candidacy  to  the  proper  election  officials.  At  the  election 
the  name  of  each  judge  who  has  filed  such  a  declaration  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters,  on  a 
special  judicial  ballot  without  party  designation,  on  the  sole  question  whether  he  shall  be  re¬ 
tained  in  office  for  another  term.  The  elections  shall  be  conducted  in  the  appropriate  judicial 
districts,  circuits,  counties  and  units.  The  affirmative  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  voters  voting  on 
the  question  shall  elect  him  to  the  office  for  another  term  commencing  the  first  Monday  in 
December  following  the  election.  Any  judge  who  does  not  file  a  declaration  within  the  time 
herein  specified,  or,  having  filed,  fails  of  re-election,  shall  vacate  his  office  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term,  whether  or  not  his  successor,  who  shall  he  selected  for  a  full  term  pursuant  to  Section 
10  of  this  Article,  shall  yet  have  qualified. 

Any  law'  reducing  the  number  of  judges  of  the  Appellate  Court  in  any  District  or  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Circuit  or  associate  judges  in  any  circuit  shall  be  without  prejudice  to  the  right  of  judges 
in  office  at  the  time  of  its  enactment  to  seek  retention  in  office  as  hereinabove  provided. 

Section  12.  Appointment  of  Magistrates 

Subject  to  law,  the  circuit  judges  in  each  circuit  shall  appoint  magistrates  to  serve  at  their 
pleasure;  provided,  that  in  Cook  County,  until  and  unless  changed  by  law,  at  least  one-fourth 
of  the  magistrates  shall  be  appointed  from  and  reside  in  the  area  outside  the  corporate  limits  of 
the  City  of  Chicago. 

Section  13.  General  Election 

As  used  in  this  Article,  the  term  “general  election”  means  the  biennial  election  at  which 
members  of  the  General  Assembly  are  elected. 

Section  14.  Terms  of  Office 

The  term  of  office  of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  of  the  Appellate  Court  shall  be  ten 
years  and  of  the  circuit  judges  and  associate  judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  six  years. 

Section  15.  Eligibility  for  Office 

No  person  shall  be  eligible  for  the  office  of  judge  unless  he  shall  be  a  citizen  and  licensed 
attorney-at-law  of  this  State,  and  a  resident  of  the  judicial  district,  circuit,  county  or  unit  from 
which  selected.  However,  any  change  made  in  the  area  of  a  district  or  circuit  or  the  reappor¬ 
tionment  of  districts  or  circuits  shall  not  affect  the  tenure  in  office  of  any  judge  incumbent  at 
the  time  such  change  or  reapportionment  is  made. 

GENERAL 

Section  16.  Prohibited  Activities 

Judges  shall  devote  full  time  to  their  judicial  duties,  shall  not  engage  in  the  practice  of 
law  or  hold  any  other  office  or  position  of  profit  under  the  United  States  or  this  State  or  any 
municipal  corporation  or  political  subdivision  of  this  State,  and  shall  not  hold  office  in  any 
political  party.  Compensation  for  service  in  the  State  Militia  or  the  armed  forces  of  the  United 
States  for  such  periods  of  time  as  may  be  determined  by  rule  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  not  be 
deemed  “profit.” 

Section  17.  Judicial  Salaries  and  Expenses 

Judges  and  magistrates  shall  receive  for  their  services  salaries  provided  by  law.  The  sal¬ 
aries  of  judges  shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  respective  terms  of  office.  Judicial  officers 
may  be  paid  such  actual  and  necessary  expenses  as  may  be  provided  by  law.  All  salaries  and 
expenses  shall  be  paid  by  the  State,  except  that  judges  of  the  Appellate  Court  for  the  First 
District  and  circuit  and  associate  judges  and  magistrates  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Cook  County 
shall  receive  such  additional  compensation  from  the  county  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

Section  18.  Retirement,  Suspension  and  Removal 

Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  this  Article  relating  to  terms  of  office,  the  General 
Assembly  may  provide  by  law  for  the  retirement  of  judges  automatically  at  a  prescribed  age; 
and,  subject  to  rules  of  procedure  to  be  established  by  the  Supreme  Court  and  after  notice  and 
hearing,  any  judge  may  be  retired  for  disability  or  suspended  without  pay  or  removed  for  cause 
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by  a  commission  composed  of  one  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  selected  by  that  court,  two  judges 
of  the  Appellate  Court  selected  by  that  court,  and  two  circuit  judges  selected  by  the  Supreme 
Court.  Such  commission  shall  be  convened  by  the  Chief  Justice  upon  order  of  the  Supreme 
Court  or  at  the  request  of  the  Senate. 

Any  retired  judge  may,  with  his  consent,  be  assigned  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  judicial 
service,  and  while  so  serving  shall  receive  the  compensation  applicable  to  such  service  in  lieu 
of  retirement  benefits,  if  any. 

Section  19.  Judicial  Conference 

The  Supreme  Court  shall  provide  by  rule  for  and  shall  convene  an  annual  judicial  confer¬ 
ence  to  consider  the  business  of  the  several  courts  and  to  suggest  improvements  in  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  justice,  and  shall  report  thereon  in  writing  to  the  General  Assembly  not  later  than 
January  thirty-first  in  each  legislative  year. 

Section  20.  Clerks  of  Courts 

The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  selection  by  the  judges  or  election, 
terms  of  office,  removal  for  cause  and  salaries  of  clerks  and  other  non- judicial  officers  of  the 
various  courts;  provided  that  a  clerk  shall  be  selected  or  elected  for  each  Appellate  Court 
District. 

STATE’S  ATTORNEYS 
Section  21.  Selection  ■ —  Salary 

There  shall  be  a  state’s  attorney  elected  in  each  county  in  the  year  1964  and  every  fourth 
year  thereafter  for  a  term  of  four  years.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  for  such  office  unless  a 
citizen  and  licensed  attorney-at-law  of  this  State.  His  salary  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

SCHEDULE 

Paragraph  1.  This  Article  and  Schedule,  with  the  exception  of  Schedule  provisions  ex¬ 
pressly  authorizing  or  directing  earlier  action,  shall  become  effective  on  January  1,  1964,  herein¬ 
after  called  the  “Effective  Date.”  After  the  adoption  of  this  Article  the  General  Assembly  shall 
enact  such  laws  and  make  such  appropriations  and  the  Supreme  Court  shall  make  such  rules  as 
may  be  necessary  or  proper  to  give  effect  to  its  provisions. 

Paragraph  2.  Except  to  the  extent  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  Article,  all  pro¬ 
visions  of  law  and  rules  of  court  in  force  on  the  Effective  Date  of  this  Article  shall  continue  in 
effect  until  superseded  in  a  manner  authorized  by  the  Constitution. 

Paragraph  3.  Until  changed  by  law,  (a)  The  Second  Judicial  District  consists  of  the 
Counties  of  Jo  Daviess,  Stephenson,  Carroll,  Ogle,  Lee,  Winnebago,  Boone,  McHenry,  Lake, 
DeKalb,  Kane,  Kendall,  and  DuPage;  the  Third  Judicial  District  consists  of  the  Counties  of 
Mercer,  Rock  Island,  Whiteside,  Henry,  Bureau,  LaSalle,  Grundy,  Stark,  Putnam,  Marshall, 
Peoria,  Tazewell,  Will,  Kankakee,  Iroquois,  Henderson,  Warren,  Knox,  Fulton,  McDonough, 
and  Hancock;  the  Fourth  Judicial  District  consists  of  the  Counties  of  Adams,  Pike,  Calhoun, 
Schuyler,  Brown,  Cass,  Mason,  Menard,  Morgan,  Scott,  Green,  Jersey,  Macoupin,  Sangamon, 
Logan,  McLean,  Woodford,  Livingston,  Ford,  DeWitt,  Macon,  Piatt,  Moultrie,  Champaign, 
Douglas,  Vermilion,  Edgar,  Coles,  Cumberland,  and  Clark;  and  the  Fifth  Judicial  District  con¬ 
sists  of  all  the  counties  south  of  the  Fourth  District;  and 

(b)  the  existing  judicial  circuits  shall  be  continued. 

Paragraph  4.  Each  supreme  court  judge,  circuit  judge,  superior  court  judge,  county  judge, 
probate  judge,  judge  of  any  city,  village  or  incorporated  town  court,  chief  justice  and  judge  of 
any  municipal  court,  justice  of  the  peace  and  police  magistrate,  in  office  on  the  Effective  Date 
of  this  Article,  shall  continue  to  hold  office  until  the  expiration  of  his  term,  as  follows: 

(a)  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  continue  as  judges  of  said  court. 

(b)  Circuit  judges  shall  continue  as  circuit  judges  of  the  several  circuit  courts. 

(c)  In  Cook  County,  the  judges  of  the  Superior  Court,  the  Probate  Court,  the  County 
Court,  and  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  Chicago  shall  be  circuit  judges;  the 
judges  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  Chicago,  and  the  judges  of  the  several  municipal,  city,  village 
and  incorporated  town  courts  shall  be  associate  judges  of  the  Circuit  Court. 

(d)  In  counties  other  than  the  county  of  Cook,  the  county  judges,  probate  judges,  and  the 
judges  of  municipal,  city,  village  and  incorporated  town  courts  shall  be  associate  judges  of  the 
Circuit  Court. 

(e)  Police  magistrates  and  justices  of  the  peace  shall  be  magistrates  of  the  several  circuit 
courts,  and  unless  otherwise  provided  by  law  shall  continue  to  perform  their  non-judicial  func¬ 
tions  for  the  remainder  of  their  respective  terms. 

(f)  The  provisions  of  this  Article  governing  eligibility  for  office  shall  not  affect  the  right 
of  any  incumbent  to  continue  in  office  for  the  remainder  of  his  existing  term  pursuant  to  the 
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provisions  of  this  paragraph.  For  the  remainder  of  such  existing  term,  the  provisions  of  this 
Article  concerning  prohibited  activities  shall  not  apply  to  a  judge  of  a  county,  probate,  city, 
village  or  incorporated  town  court,  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  police  magistrate. 

Paragraph  5.  On  the  Effective  Date  of  this  Article, 

(a)  All  justice  of  the  peace  courts,  police  magistrate  courts,  city,  village  and  incorporated 
town  courts,  municipal  courts,  county  courts,  probate  courts,  the  Superior  Court  of  Cook 
County,  the  Criminal  Court  of  Cook  County  and  the  Municipal  Court  of  Chicago  are  abolished 
and  all  their  jurisdiction,  judicial  functions,  powers  and  duties  are  transferred  to  the  respective 
circuit  courts,  and  until  otherwise  provided  by  law  non-judicial  functions  vested  by  law  in 
county  courts  or  the  judges  thereof  are  transferred  to  the  circuit  courts; 

(b)  All  the  jurisdiction,  functions,  powers  and  duties  of  the  several  appellate  courts  shall 
be  transferred  to  the  Appellate  Court  provided  for  in  this  Article,  in  the  appropriate  district. 

(c)  Each  court  into  which  jurisdiction  of  other  courts  is  transferred  shall  succeed  to  and 
assume  jurisdiction  of  all  causes,  matters  and  proceedings  then  pending,  with  full  power  and 
authority  to  dispose  of  them  and  to  carry  into  execution  or  otherwise  to  give  effect  to  all  orders, 
judgments  and  decrees  theretofore  entered  by  the  predecessor  courts. 

(d)  The  files,  books,  papers,  records,  documents,  moneys,  securities,  and  other  property  in 
the  possession,  custody  or  under  the  control  of  the  courts  hereby  abolished,  or  any  officer 
thereof,  are  transferred  to  the  Circuit  Court;  and  thereafter  all  proceedings  in  all  courts  shall 
be  matters  of  record. 

Paragraph  6.  Each  clerk  of  court  in  office  on  the  Effective  Date  of  this  Article  shall  con¬ 
tinue  to  hold  office,  until  the  expiration  of  his  existing  term  as  follows: 

(a)  The  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  continue  in  such  office. 

(b)  The  clerks  of  the  several  appellate  courts  shall  continue  as  clerks  of  the  Appellate 
Court  and  shall  perform  such  services  as  may  be  prescribed  by  order  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

(c)  In  Cook  County,  the  Circuit  Court  shall  by  rule  designate  one  of  the  clerks  as  clerk 
and  the  others  as  associate  clerks  to  perform  such  services  as  may  be  prescribed  by  rule  of  the 
Circuit  Court. 

(d)  In  judicial  circuits  outside  Cook  County,  the  clerks  of  the  circuit  courts  in  their 
respective  counties  shall  continue  in  said  offices,  and  the  clerks  of  the  other  courts  of  record 
shall  be  associate  clerks  of  the  circuit  court  in  their  respective  counties,  shall  perform  such 
services  as  may  be  prescribed  by  rule  of  the  Circuit  Court  and  shall  continue  to  perform  other 
duties  prescribed  by  law. 

Paragraph  7.  On  the  Effective  Date  of  this  Article,  the  bailiff  of  the  Municipal  Court  of 
Chicago  shall  continue  in  office  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  and  he,  his  deputies  and  assist¬ 
ants  shall  perform  such  services  as  may  be  prescribed  by  rule  of  the  Circuit  Court. 

Paragraph  8.  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  Section  8  of  this  Article,  masters  in 
chancery  and  referees  in  office  in  any  court  on  the  Effective  Date  of  this  Article  shall  be  con¬ 
tinued  as  masters  in  chancery  or  referees,  respectively,  until  the  expiration  of  their  terms,  and 
may  thereafter  by  order  of  court,  wherever  justice  requires,  conclude  matters  in  which  testimony 
has  been  received. 

Paragraph  9.  Until  otherwise  prescribed  by  the  General  Assembly,  the  cases  assigned  to 
magistrates  shall  be  those  within  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  and  police  magistrates 
immediately  prior  to  the  Effective  Date  of  this  Article. 

Paragraph  10.  Notwithstanding  the  terms  of  office  provided  in  this  Schedule  and  unless 
otherwise  provided  by  law,  of  the  twelve  judges  of  the  Appellate  Court  initially  elected  from  the 
first  Appellate  Court  district  pursuant  to  Section  10  of  this  Article,  four  shall  be  elected  for  a 
term  of  ten  years,  four  for  a  term  of  eight  years  and  four  for  a  term  of  six  years;  and  of  the 
three  judges  of  the  Appellate  Court  so  initially  elected  for  the  Second,  Third,  Fourth  and  Fifth 
Judicial  districts  respectively  one  shall  be  elected  for  a  term  of  ten  years,  one  for  a  term  of  eight 
years  and  one  for  a  term  of  six  years. 

Paragraph  11.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  assign  judges  of  the  circuit  courts  and  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  Cook  County  to  serve  on  the  Appellate  Court,  in  the  Appellate  Court  Districts 
in  which  they  respectively  reside,  from  the  Effective  Date  of  this  Article  until  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  terms  of  judges  of  the  Appellate  Court  selected  pursuant  to  Section  10  of  this 
Article. 

Paragraph  12. 

(a)  Those  elected  judges  in  office  on  January  1,  1963  shall  be  entitled  to  seek  retention  in 
office  under  Section  11  of  this  Article. 

(b)  The  terms  of  all  judges  in  office  on  January  1,  1963  expiring  otherwise  than  on  the 
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first  Monday  in  December  in  an  even  numbered  year  are  extended  to  the  first  Monday  in  De¬ 
cember  after  the  general  election  following  the  date  at  which  such  terms  would  otherwise  expire. 
For  the  purpose  of  application  of  any  laws  providing  for  an  increase  in  judicial  salaries,  every 
judge  whose  term  is  thus  extended  shall  be  regarded  as  commencing  a  new  term  on  the  date 
prescribed  by  prior  law  for  the  election  of  his  successor. 

(c)  Judges  in  office  on  the  Effective  Date  shall  not  be  subject  to  compulsory  retirement  at 
a  prescribed  age  until  after  expiration  of  their  then  current  terms. 

Paragraph  13. 

(a)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  Section  4  of  this  Article,  elections  on  declarations 
of  candidacy  of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  office  on  the  Effective  Date  shall  be  held  in  the 
Judicial  Districts  established  under  Section  3  as  follows: 

(i)  For  incumbents  from  the  former  First  and  Second  Supreme  Court  Districts,  in  the 
Fifth  Judicial  District; 

(ii)  For  incumbent  from  the  former  Third  Supreme  Court  District,  in  the  Fourth  Judicial 
District ; 

(iii)  For  incumbents  from  the  former  Fourth  and  Fifth  Supreme  Court  Districts,  in  the 
Third  Judicial  District; 

(iv)  For  incumbent  from  the  former  Sixth  Supreme  Court  District,  in  the  Second  Judicial 
District ; 

(v)  For  incumbent  from  the  former  Seventh  Supreme  Court  District,  in  the  First  Judicial 
District. 

(b)  The  first  vacancy  in  the  office  of  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  which  occurs  in  the 
former  First  and  Second  Supreme  Court  Districts,  and  the  first  vacancy  which  occurs  in  the 
former  Fourth  and  Fifth  Supreme  Court  Districts,  and  the  vacancy  which  occurs  in  the  former 
Seventh  Supreme  Court  District  shall  be  filled  by  the  selection  of  residents  of  the  First  Judicial 
District  created  under  Section  3  of  this  Article. 

(c)  The  office  of  any  judge  shall  be  deemed  vacant  upon  his  death,  resignation,  removal, 
retirement,  or  failure  to  be  retained  in  office  pursuant  to  Section  11  of  this  Article. 

EXPLANATION  OF  PROPOSED  AMENDMENT 
(See  Form  of  Ballot) 

ARGUMENT  IN  FAVOR  OF  JUDICIAL  ARTICLE  AMENDMENT 

The  proposed  Amendment  would  modernize  our  court  system  and  its  operation  by  simplify¬ 
ing  and  unifying  its  structure;  by  providing  for  businesslike  administration  of  all  courts  by  the 
Supreme  Court;  by  assuring  reductions  in  the  cost  and  delays  of  litigation;  and  by  guaran¬ 
teeing  greater  independence  of  the  judiciary. 

1.  SECURITY  OF  TENURE  IN  OFFICE  ASSURING  INDEPENDENCE  OF  JUDGES 

Judges  of  all  courts  will  be  nominated  and  elected  in  the  first  instance  as  under  the  present 
Constitution,  but  once  elected,  each  judge  will  be  entitled  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  to  run 
for  retention  in  office  solely  on  his  own  record,  without  opposition  and  without  party  designa¬ 
tion.  All  judges  in  office  on  January  1,  1963  will  have  this  right.  Thus  a  judge  is  freed  from 
dependence  upon  partisan  politics.  This  security  will  be  conducive  to  impartial  and  even-handed 
justice  and  will  encourage  able  lawyers  to  give  up  their  law  practice  to  run  for  the  bench, 
thereby  assuring  good  candidates  for  judicial  office.  Moreover,  the  voters  will  have  a  greater 
voice  in  the  selection  of  judges  because  of  the  requirement  that  they  be  voted  on  at  general 
elections,  when  the  largest  number  of  people  vote,  rather  than  at  special  judicial  elections. 

The  Amendment  further  provides  a  well-guarded  authorization  for  modifying  the  system  by 
which  judges  are  elected.  The  General  Assembly  would  have  power,  after  the  adoption  of  this 
Amendment,  to  propose  a  new  method  of  selection  and  tenure,  but  any  such  proposal  would 
require  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  of  each  House  of  the  legislature  and  could  not  go  into 
effect  unless  ratified  by  a  majority  vote  in  a  statewide  referendum.  This  means  any  substitute 
plan  would  need  the  support  of  the  people  and  their  representatives  throughout  the  State. 

2.  A  SINGLE  TRIAL  COURT  WITH  FLEXIBILITY  IN  LOCAL  AND  SPECIAL  BRANCHES 
A.  Merger  of  existing  courts 

There  will  be  only  one  trial  court,  the  Circuit  Court,  instead  of  the  numerous  uncoordinated 
trial  courts  now  existing,  such  as  municipal,  city,  county,  probate,  circuit  and  superior  courts, 
police  magistrates,  and  justices  of  the  peace.  This  will  remove  the  confusion  as  to  the  proper 
court  in  which  to  start  a  particular  law  suit.  There  will  be  the  utmost  flexibility  in  the  courts 
to  handle  special  subject  matters,  such  as  criminal  cases,  divorce  litigation,  juvenile  delin¬ 
quency,  etc.,  but  instead  of  separate  courts,  there  will  be  specialized  branches  of  the  one  Circuit 
Court.  In  each  Circuit  the  judges  will  choose  one  of  the  Circuit  Judges  as  Chief  Judge  who, 
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under  the  general  administrative  supervision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  will  see  that  the  initiation 
of  litigation  is  simplified,  that  cases  are  brought  to  trial  in  an  orderly  manner,  and  that  just 
decisions  are  rendered  without  delay. 

B.  Complete  service  locally 

The  new  system  will  be  fully  responsive  to  local  needs,  while  assuring  the  entire  State  of 
efficient  judicial  service.  Each  county  will  have  at  least  one  associate  judge  and  as  many  magis¬ 
trates  as  needed,  constituting  the  Circuit  Court  of  complete  jurisdiction  over  all  types  of  cases 
in  session  all  year  round.  Court  will  be  held  at  suitable  hours  and  places  throughout  the  county. 
In  minor  civil  and  criminal  cases,  parties  will  obtain  in  the  first  instance  the  quality  of  trial 
which  is  available  now  only  by  a  retrial  on  “appeal”  from  the  police  magistrate  or  justice  of  the 
peace. 

C.  Magistrate  branches 

Appointment  of  magistrates  by  the  Circuit  Court  will  result  in  subordinating  the  political 
considerations  predominant  in  the  present  justice  of  the  peace  system  to  the  important  objective 
of  obtaining  the  most  competent  magistrates  available  in  the  area.  The  Circuit  Judges  will  have 
a  direct  and  genuine  interest  in  establishing  the  highest  standards  in  the  court  closest  to  the 
people  and  will  be  responsible  to  the  voters  for  doing  so. 

3.  STRENGTHENING  THE  REVIEWING  COURTS  AND  REDUCING  MULTIPLE 
APPEALS 

A.  Reorganization  of  Districts 

The  reason  for  selecting  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  by  districts  is  to  provide  a  well  bal¬ 
anced  court  representative  of  the  interest  of  the  people  of  the  State.  Since  Cook  County  has 
more  than  half  of  the  State’s  population  and  of  its  litigation,  a  Supreme  Court  consisting  of 
three  judges  from  Cook  County  and  four  from  the  remainder  of  the  State  is  a  fair  compromise, 
particularly  since  the  tenure  provisions  applicable  to  all  six  downstate  judges  of  the  Court  will 
make  the  change  a  gradual  one  over  a  period  of  years. 

The  four  downstate  Judicial  Districts  will  consist  of  five  circuits  each,  will  be  substantially 
equal  in  population,  and  the  boundaries  thereof  may  be  changed  in  the  future  by  the  legislature 
to  reflect  shifts  of  population. 

B.  A  full-time  Appellate  Court 

There  will  be  a  full-time  Appellate  Court  consisting  of  judges  elected  for  that  office  alone 
instead  of  the  present  system  of  diverting  trial  court  judges  to  appellate  work.  Each  Judicial 
District  will  constitute  a  separate  Appellate  Court  District,  with  twelve  judges  initially  in  Cook 
County  and  three  initially  in  each  of  the  other  Districts. 

C.  Simplification  of  appeals 

Procedures  for  reviewing  trial  court  decisions  will  be  greatly  improved  and  the  costs  re¬ 
duced  because  successive  appeals  of  the  same  case  will  be  largely  eliminated.  There  will  be 
direct  appeals  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  specific  types  of  cases,  with  all  other  appeals  directed 
to  the  Appellate  Court.  Although  the  decision  of  the  Appellate  Court  will  in  most  instances  be 
final,  the  Supreme  Court  will  have  discretionary  power  of  review.  The  Amendment  thus  frees 
the  Supreme  Court  to  decide  new  questions  on  which  the  law  of  the  State  needs  to  be  clarified 
and  questions  on  which  Districts  of  the  Appellate  Court  have  differed.  Provision  is  made  for 
expeditious  and  inexpensive  appeals. 

4.  EFFECTIVE  RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  ADMINISTRATION  OF  ENTIRE  COURT 
SYSTEM 

The  entire  court  system  will  be  an  integrated  one.  The  Supreme  Court  will  have  power  to 
prescribe  rules  and  regulations  concerning  the  operation  of  all  courts.  For  example,  when  some 
trial  courts  are  overburdened  with  cases,  while  others  have  relatively  less  work,  the  Supreme 
Court  will  be  able  to  reassign  trial  judges  on  a  temporary  basis,  with  the  consent  of  the  Chief 
Judge  of  the  Circuit  to  which  the  assignment  is  made,  in  order  to  even  out  the  work  loads.  Such 
administrative  supervision  will  be  exercised  by  the  Supreme  Court  through  its  Chief  Justice, 
who  will  be  aided  by  an  appointive  administrative  director,  similar  to  the  plan  that  has  worked 
well  for  the  federal  courts  and  in  other  States.  The  provision  under  which  the  Supreme  Court 
may  recall  to  temporary  service,  with  his  consent,  any  judge  who  has  retired,  will  provide  a 
reservoir  of  manpower  for  emergencies. 

A  commission  of  five  judges  from  the  three  levels  of  courts  will  have  power  to  enforce 
administrative  regulations  as  well  as  to  suspend  or  remove  judges  for  cause  or  retire  them  for 
disability.  There  is  no  practicable  means  of  doing  this  under  the  present  system. 

Practice  and  procedure  in  all  courts  will  be  governed  by  statute  and  by  rules  of  the 
Supreme  Court  as  under  the  present  Constitution. 
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5.  BETTER  JUSTICE  AT  LESS  EXPENSE 

A.  Reductions  in  cost 

The  administrative  authority  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  run  a  businesslike  judicial  system 
will  result  in  savings  of  tax  dollars  over  the  present  disjointed  and  inefficient  system. 

The  elimination  of  the  costly  special  judicial  elections  at  which  few  people  vote  will  involve 
further  savings  to  the  taxpayers. 

B.  Relief  of  county  and  municipal  governments 

Local  taxpayers  will  be  relieved  of  many  items  of  cost  relating  to  the  courts,  while  resulting 
increases  in  expenditures  from  the  State  treasury  can  be  absorbed  in  large  part  by  receipts  from 
fees  paid  by  those  using  the  courts. 

C.  Less  expensive  for  people  involved  in  lawsuits 

Litigation  will  be  less  expensive  for  the  parties  involved  both  because  the  judicial  system 
will  be  simpler  and  more  efficient  and  because  fee  offices  such  as  masters  in  chancery  will  be 

abolished. 

Our  present  court  system  is  widely  recognized  as  being  totally  inadequate  for  modern  day 
needs.  The  average  litigant  in  many  areas  of  the  State  now  suffers  needlessly  from  delays  in 
the  administration  of  justice  and  from  procedures  that  are  unnecessarily  costly.  Ratification  of 
this  Amendment  will  give  Illinois  a  model  and  flexible  court  system. 

ARGUMENT  AGAINST  THE  AMENDMENT 

The  proposed  amendment  to  the  Judicial  Article  of  the  State  Constitution  involves  a  com¬ 
plete  change  in  our  basic  court  system.  It  would  introduce  objectionable  features  which  would 
outweigh  any  possible  meritorious  results. 

Some  of  these  objectionable  features  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  proposed  amendment  provides  that  all  salaries  and  expenses  of  our  Courts  shall  be 
paid  by  the  taxpayers  of  the  State.  This  will  result  in  greatly  increased  costs,  estimated  at  more 
than  $25,000,000  a  year,  for  Illinois  taxpayers.  By  contrast,  at  present  a  large  part  of  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  our  courts  is  paid  by  those  using  the  Courts  instead  of  by  the  taxpayer. 

For  the  first  time  in  history,  judges’  salaries  will  be  increased  during  their  terms  of  office. 
In  many  areas  of  the  State,  the  proposed  amendment  will  provide  more  judges  than  necessary  to 
handle  court  business,  thereby  wasting  the  taxpayers’  money. 

2.  The  proposed  amendment  does  nothing  that  will  eliminate  the  backlog  of  cases  in  Cook 
County,  the  only  area  in  the  State  in  which  the  backlog  problem  exists. 

First,  it  eliminates  Masters  in  Chancery,  who  are  now  paid  by  those  using  them.  Second, 
the  proposal  also  increases  administrative  duties  of  the  judges,  which  will  take  much  time  away 

from  hearing  cases.  .  n 

The  combination  of  these  two  factors  will  further  increase  the  backlog  of  cases  in  Cook 

County  and  may  well  create  a  backlog  in  other  areas  of  the  State. 

3.  The  proposed  amendment  would  abolish  local  courts  which  are  specifically  designed  to 
operate  inexpensively,  speedily  and  with  a  minimum  of  legal  technicalities.  These  local  courts 
include  County  Courts,  Justice  of  the  Peace  Courts,  City  Courts  and  others.  The  proposed 
amendment  will  abolish  Family  Courts,  where  they  exist.  These  are  purely  local  courts  with 
local  judges,  constables  and  bailiffs,  selected  by  and  responsive  to  the  people. 

The  proposal  would  substitute  so-called  associate  judges  for  all  local  courts.  These  would 
be  only  part-time  local  judges  since  they  will  be  moved  away  from  their  local  courts  to  other 
places  all  over  the  State.  Thus,  the  small  counties  will  lose  their  present  full-time  judges. 

The  proposed  amendment  does  not  provide  adequately  for  the  many  administrative  duties 
of  present  County  Courts.  This  will  result  in  lack  of  control  and  supervision  of  such  important 
governmental  functions  as  the  appointment  of  judges  of  election,  supervision  of  the  election 
machinery,  election  commissioners,  sanitary  districts,  drainage  and  levee  districts,  fire  protection 
districts,  park  districts,  boards  of  review,  and  a  host  of  others. 

4  The  proposed  amendment  would  eliminate  elections  where  a  candidate  runs  against 
another  candidate  to  be  elected  judge.  Instead  the  people  would  be  handed  a  ballot  which 
would  contain  only  the  name  of  the  judge  then  holding  office,  and  would  then  be  allowed  only 
to  vote  on  whether  he  should  be  retained.  No  opponent’s  name  would  be  on  the  ballot,  this 
philosophy  of  government  is  that  used  in  Nazi  Germany  and  Communistic  countries.  This  would 
effectively  prevent  improvement  of  the  caliber  of  judges  by  making  practically  impossible  the 
removal  of  a  mediocre  or  incompetent  judge. 

Furthermore,  elections  of  judges  would  be  changed  from  special  judicial  elections  to  gen¬ 
eral  elections  when  they  would  be  completely  overshadowed  by  national  and  state  political  races. 
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5.  Ihis  proposal,  rather  than  removing  the  judges  from  politics,  would  put  them  even  more 
deeply  into  partisan  and  patronage  politics.  They  will  have  the  power  to  appoint  magistrates 
without  limitation  of  number  to  serve  solely  “at  their  pleasure”. 

When  the  Circuit  Courts  assume  the  administrative  functions  of  County  Courts,  their  polit¬ 
ical  patronage  likewise  will  be  increased.  Their  records  will  be  reviewed  only  in  elections 
dominated  by  partisan  politics. 

6.  The  proposed  amendment  gives  Cook  County  domination  of  the  court  system  throughout 
the  State.  It  adopts  the  same  court  system  for  the  metropolitan  areas  as  for  the  extensive  rural 
areas.  One  hundred  and  one  counties  will  elect  4  Supreme  Court  Judges,  while  Cook  County 
alone  elects  3.  These  101  counties  will  lose  2  of  their  present  Supreme  Court  Judges.  Outside 
of  Cook  County  the  districts  will  be  tripled  in  size,  requiring  more  extensive  campaigning  and 
greater  campaign  expenditures  in  the  first  instance,  so  that  men  of  moderate  means,  irrespective 
of  their  qualifications,  would  find  it  impossible  to  campaign  without  partisan  support,  or  obli¬ 
gating  themselves  for  financial  support. 

The  method  of  selection  of  judges  could  be  changed  by  a  majority  of  the  State-wide  popular 
vote.  Thus  this  proposed  amendment  could  result  in  the  counties  outside  Cook  County  being 
saddled  with  a  means  of  selection  of  judges  totally  unacceptable  to  the  people  of  that  area  by 
Cook  County  votes,  or  vice  versa. 


7.  This  proposed  amendment  violates  the  historical  doctrine  of  separation  of  powers.  It 
will  create  a  bureaucracy  in  the  Court  system,  dominated  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  The  rule  making  power  of  the  Court  would  be  unlimited  and  would  allow  greater  lati¬ 
tude  to  infringe  on  the  Legislative  and  Executive  branches.  Every  judge  would  be  under  the 
unlimited  dictatorial  power  of  the  Chief  Justice  whose  term  is  increased  from  1  to  3  years.  The! 
people  would  find  themselves  without  the  power  of  voicing  their  disapproval  for  a  ten  year 
period,  and  then  only  by  an  indirect  method.  Such  a  constitutional  provision  might  very  well 
lead  to  government  by  judicial  fiat. 

8.  Adoption  of  the  proposed  amendment  would  extend  the  terms  of  all  judges  except  the 
county  judges,  for  18  months,  even  though  their  terms  would  have  previously  expired,  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  spirit  of  Article  4,  Section  28  of  our  Constitution.  In  the  case  of  circuit  judges,  this 
extended  term  would  be  at  an  increased  salary,  also  violating  the  present  constitutional  pro¬ 
hibition  against  salary  increases  during  a  term  of  office. 


9.  The  proposed  amendment  makes  no  provision  for  filling  vacancies  except  at  general 
elections.  As  a  result,  if  a  vacancy  occurs,  it  could  be  as  long  as  2  years  before  it  could  be 
filled.  In  the  case  of  associate  judges,  counties  could  be  left  for  2  years  without  a  resident  judge. 

10.  The  proposed  amendment  if  adopted,  will  conflict  with  other  sections  of  our  Constitu¬ 
tion.  It  is  inconsistent  with  and  violates  a  number  of  sections  of  Article  4  and  of  Article  10,  and 
even  violates  Article  2,  the  Bill  of  Rights,  none  of  which  are  proposed  to  be  amended.  These 
sections  relate  to  the  election  of  county  officers,  to  payment  of  certain  expenses  from  the  fees 
of  the  office,  to  the  power  of  the  General  Assembly  and  the  voters  of  Chicago  over  the  Munici¬ 
pal  Courts  of  Chicago,  to  jury  trials  before  justices  of  the  peace,  and  to  the  freedom  and 
equality  of  elections. 

11.  The  adoption  of  this  proposed  amendment  will  destroy  the  poor  man’s  right  of  appeal. 
The  Legislature  would  have  no  authority  to  provide  a  means  of  appeal.  The  only  appeal  under 
the  proposal  would  be  to  the  Appellate  Court,  even  from  the  decision  of  a  magistrate.  If  the 
lawsuit  involved  a  small  amount,  the  next  court  of  appeal  of  the  loser  is  the  Appellate  Court. 
The  cost  of  transcript,  record,  printing  of  briefs,  and  attorney’s  fees  would  be  prohibitive,  so 
that  substantial  justice  will  be  denied.  This  contrasts  with  the  relatively  easy,  quick  and  inex¬ 
pensive  procedure  now  in  effect  for  appeals  of  small  cases  to  the  County  or  Circuit  Court. 

12.  In  summary,  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Judicial  Article  would  make  radical 
changes  in  our  judicial  system,  based  on  theory,  not  on  experience.  There  is  no  evidence  that 
the  new  system  would  clear  up  the  backlog  of  cases  in  Cook  County.  It  provides  for  so-called 
elections  which  are  really  not  elections  as  the  people  now  understand  them.  The  proposal 
wholly  ignores  the  statutes  enacted  in  the  last  two  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  to  improve 
the  court  system,  by  eliminating  the  fee  system  in  justice  of  the  peace  courts,  and  by  providing 
a  system  of  court  administration.  These  objectives,  now  realized,  were  the  primary  goals  urged 
by  supporters  of  the  proposed  Judicial  Article  which  was  defeated  by  the  people  in  1958. 

The  proposed  amendment  would  write  a  great  amount  of  detail  into  the  rigid  framework  of 
our  Constitution.  Experience  demonstrates  how  unwise  it  is  to  fasten  details  on  to  future  gen¬ 
erations  within  a  Constitution.  By  contrast,  the  Judicial  Article  in  the  Federal  Constitution  is 
only  one  half  page  long. 
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FORM  OF  BALLOT 


PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO 
ARTICLE  VI 

(Judicial  Article  Amendment) 
Explanation  of  Judicial  Article  Amendment 

This  amendment  would  give  the  state  an  in- 
egrated  court  system  in  which  all  judicial 
>ower  would  be  vested  in  three  levels  of 
ourts:  the  Supreme,  Appellate,  and  Circuit 
'ourts.  In  lieu  of  other  existing  courts  there 
muld  be  divisions  of  the  Circuit  Court — the 
nly  trial  court. 

The  Supreme  Court  would  consist  of  seven 
udges,  as  at  present,  but  with  three  elected 
rom  Cook  County  and  one  from  each  of  four 
istricts  in  the  remainder  of  the  state.  The 
>oundaries  of  these  districts,  except  for  Cook 
bounty,  could  be  changed  from  time  to  time 
>y  law.  The  Supreme  Court  would  exercise 
idministrative  powers  over  the  court  system 
is  a  whole. 


the  expiration  of  their  terms.  Thereafter,  the 
General  Assembly  will  provide  for  the  selec¬ 
tion,  terms,  removal,  and  salaries  of  such 
officers. 

All  salaries  and  expenses  would  be  paid  by 
the  state  and  additional  compensation  may  be 
paid  in  Cook  County  by  the  county. 

All  new  and  successor  judges  would  be 
licensed  attorneys  at  law.  All  judges  would 
devote  full  time  to  their  judicial  duties.  They 
could  not  be  officers  of  a  political  party. 

Judges  who  are  incumbents  on  January  1, 
1963  and  thereafter  would  run  against  their 
record,  and  without  party  designation,  rather 
than  against  an  adversary  candidate,  in  the 
appropriate  general  election.  Any  further 
fundamental  changes  in  the  method  of  elec¬ 
tion  would  require  a  two-thirds  vote  of  both 
Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  and  ratifica¬ 
tion  by  a  majority  of  the  electors  voting  on 
the  proposition. 


The  Appellate  Court  would  have  five  dis- 
ricts  identical  with  those  from  which  the 
udges  of  the  Supreme  Court  would  be 
dected.  For  the  bulk  of  litigation  the  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  Appellate  Court  would  be  final. 


The  terms  of  those  who  are  or  will  become 
judges  or  associate  judges  of  the  Circuit  Court 
would  be  six  years;  the  terms  of  judges  of  the 
Supreme  and  Appellate  Courts  would  be  ten 
years. 


The  present  Circuit  Court  districts  would 
continue  until  changed  by  law.  Each  county 
would  always  have  at  least  one  associate  Cir¬ 
cuit  Court  judge.  Justices  of  the  peace  and 
3olice  magistrates  would  be  merged  into  the 
Circuit  Court  as  magistrates  thereof  until  the 
expiration  of  their  terms.  Thereafter,  the 
luties  and  functions  of  these  offices  would  be 
Derformed  by  magistrates  appointed  by  the 
Circuit  Court,  serving  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
-ourt. 

Incumbent  clerks  of  all  courts,  the  bailiff  of 
the  Chicago  Municipal  Court,  and  other  non- 
judicial  personnel  will  continue  in  office  until 


or  “No”  to 


‘Place  an  X  in  blank  square  opposite 
indicate  your  choice. 


YES 

NO 

For  the  proposed  amend¬ 
ment  to  Article  VI  of  the 
Constitution  (Judicial  Ar¬ 
ticle  Amendment). 


CAPITOL  BUILDING 


I,  CHARLES  F.  CARPENTIER,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  State  of  Illino 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  contains  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  exi 
ing  form  of  the  constitutional  provision,  the  proposed  amended  form  of  the  c< 
stitutional  provision,  the  explanation  of  the  proposed  amendment,  the  argumei 
in  favor  of  the  proposed  amendment,  the  arguments  against  proposed  amendm< 
and  the  form  in  which  said  amendment  will  appear  upon  a  separate  blue  bal 
pursuant  to  House  Joint  Resolution  No.  39,  House  Joint  Resolution  No.  69  a 
House  Joint  Resolution  No.  70  of  the  Seventy-second  General  Assembly,  the  or 
inals  of  which  are  on  file  in  this  office. 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  ai 
the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  Done  at  my  office  in  1 
Capitol  Building  in  the  city  of  Springfield,  this  28th  day  of  Febru* 
A.  D.  1962,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  c 
hundred  and  eighty-sixth. 

Secretary  of  St 


(SEAL) 


UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS-URBANA 


342 .7731 IL61 870W2A 
AMENDMENT  TO  THE 


C004 

CONSTITUTION  OF  ILUNOI 


